122               THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
in the Battle of the Niemen, and the Soviet was in a correspond-
ingly chastened mood, which the Battle of the Szczara deepened.
In that fortnight's whirlwind campaign the Poles took 50,000
prisoners, 160 guns, a thousand machine guns, 18 armoured cars,
7 armoured trains, 3 aeroplanes, 21 locomotives, and 2,500
railway cars and wagons. Two of the Red armies ceased to exist,
and two more were severely handled. A protocol embodying
the preliminaries to a peace was signed on October 12, 1920,
and an armistice went into effect at midnight, October 18.
VILNA REOCCUPIED
By that date Pilsudski had realized the programme he had set
before himself immediately prior to beginning the offensive on
the Niemen. The result of the September-October operations
was the strategic frontier which he desired at that time, and which
eventually was recognized as the definite frontier in that area
of Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Soviet Russia. His action
respecting Vilna was dictated by political as well as military
considerations. The dispute over the possession of Vilna which
had been going on between the Poles and the Lithuanians was
settled in summary fashion by zfait accompli; Pilsudski disavowed
its paternity at the time, but confessed it later. Zeligowski, after
defeating Lithuanian forces at Jaszuny, entered Vilna on October 9,
and also occupied the surrounding district north and west, the
line reached and held being that which, before the Polish retreat
in July, had been the line of demarcation between the Polish and
the Lithuanian troops. Zeligowski himself was a Lithuanian Pole,
like Pilsudski, and the troops he commanded, the ist Lithuanian-
White Russian Division, had come from Lithuania and White
Russia, In the occupied territory Zeligowski instituted a little
State, "Central Lithuania," with a Government of its own.
Officially the Polish Government repudiated Zeligowski. The
Vilna controversy might be said to have begun with the occupation
of the city in April 1919 by the Poles, despite the protests of
tfae Lithuanians, and the Allies had laid down a line of demarcation
to prevent war, but the Poles had retained the place until taken
by the Bolsheviks during Tukhachevsky's second offensive in